Grading Rubric and Assignment Expectations

Discussion Board:

Basic information and etiquette regarding the use of online Discussion Board posts can be found in the syllabus. Additionally, it is also important to understand the purpose of a Discussion Board, which is to ensure students comprehend the covered material and can intelligently articulate their understanding when needed. When answering discussion board topics, unless otherwise specified, here are the bare minimum requirements of student posts. 

Students are first required to make an original post in response to the Discussion Board topic. Original posts should be a minimum of 600 words (roughly one page of single spaced, typed text) and should be substantive in nature. Students are then required to post a minimum of two 100-word comments in response to other student posts. Said posts are judged on whether or not they contribute in a meaningful way toward the overall discussion. Hence, simply agreeing or disagreeing with someone else’s post, without providing an intelligent justification as to why, does not satisfy the responsive posting requirement. 

Please Note: References are not counted toward the total discussion board word count. 

In formulating both original and responsive posts, students should primarily discuss their own ideas. These ideas, of course, should be informed by material within the text, as well as other academic sources. Hence, when developing original posts, it is necessary that students cite (using APA format) at least three sources of information. (Please use both in-text citations and reference listings for each source.) The use of properly cited quotes within any post is perfectly acceptable; however, the use of excessive quotes may distract from the originality of your post and result in a lower overall grade. Plagiarism, of course, nets absolutely no grade at all.

Given the nature of online Discussion Boards, timely posts are necessary in order for the class to move forward as a whole. However, I understand that as graduate students, most people have lives beyond just their school work. As such, I reserve the right to allow students to make-up one missed original post (with a late penalty assessed). With this, it should be noted that as the rest of the class would have already moved on to the next topic, it is not possible to make-up responsive post points. Nonetheless, if students are in need of a make-up post, it is their responsibility to request permission from the instructor.



* Scroll down to see Grading Rubric Table Below







Discussion Board Grading Rubric (based on 50 possible points)

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Unacceptable

	Original Post
	35 points (70%)
The post meets the required minimum standards, including word count and the use of at least three reference sources. The post fully addresses the topic(s). The post expresses original thought that substantially contributes to the online conversation in a meaningful way.
	25 points (50%)
The post approximates the required minimum standards, but is still no less than 60 words below the minimum word count or uses less than two reference sources. The post expresses original thought that contributes to the online conversation.  
	15 points (30%)
The post is at least 120 words below the minimum word count or uses only one reference source. The post expresses original thought but provides only a cursory discussion of the topic(s). 
	5 points (10%)
The post is more than 180 words below the minimum word count or fails to use any academic resources to support its text. The post demonstrates little or no effort in substantially addressing the discussion topic(s). 

	Responsive Posts
	10 points (20%)
Provides meaningful responses to at least two other original posts. 
	5 points (10%)
Provides superficial comments to at least two other original posts. 
	0 points (0%)
Does not reply to at least two other original posts. 
	

   ------------

	Mechanics
	5 points (10%)
The student clearly articulates his/her thoughts while adhering to proper grammar, sentence structure, and citation rules. 
	0 points (0%)
The student writes with incomplete sentences and/or fails to clearly articulate his/her thoughts. There are numerous errors with grammar, sentence structure, and/or citation rules.  
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